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Full Name: Pablo Espinosa Gutiérrez
Age: 36
Birthplace: Mexico

Tell us a bit about yourself
Yo, I’m Pablo, artist, visual designer and 
citizen of the world. I was born and raised in 
the surrealistic and ever imposing capital city 
of Mexico. I was lucky enough to live in the 
exact intersection between psychomagical folk-
lore, relentless pop culture and funky life-
style that lead to my early formation as a 
human being and soon thereafter, an artist.

I’ve always loved traveling and I knew I’d 
someday leave the chaotic comfort of Mexico, so 
in my late 20’s I moved to New Zealand with my 
wife, fell in love with the majestic beauty of 
the landscape and the laid back optimism of the 
people and in time became a citizen there.

More recently, I’ve spent the last couple of 
years in Japan, absorbing even more psychomag-
ical folklore and the most relentless of pop 
cultures. 

What is the story behind your 
artist pseudonym?
It’s pretty uninteresting, but here goes: Cyan used 
to be my favourite colour (nowadays it’s magenta 
obviously). Suga is a Japanese name that I liked and 
it also sounded like ‘sugar’ so I thought they kind 
of worked together. I’m kind of stuck with it now!

Tell us a random fact about you?
I prefer the original Alien to Aliens. 
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Other hobbies aside from art and 
design?
I love video games and they will totally become 
the dominant art form in the 21st century. I 
do try to partake in all good things in life, 
so of course, I like reading, watching cool 
stuff, taking walks in the forest, drinking with 
friends, eating delicious food. You know, nice 
things.

What about art makes you happy?
Well, art is super stimulating to the mind, 
makes me feel mesmerized and excited. Nothing 
like a clever idea, a spectacular execution or 
a sumptuous, tasty colour scheme.

What has influenced the style of art 
you create?
All sorts of things. In this world, you’ll find 
artists that are really picky and others that 
like everything. I’m in the latter camp, every 
aesthetic and every subgenre has it’s stars and 
there’s brilliance everywhere. From the tack-
iest comics, the most ancient folkloric art to 
the latest hot artist on Juxtapoz there’s an 
overabundance of influences.
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What challenges have you faced as an 
artist? 
I’d start by saying that overall, it’s a pretty 
excellent lifestyle. It keeps you young. The journey 
there can be pretty demanding, you need to give it 
your all and put yourself out there, and still, some 
clients won’t call back and some people will casu-
ally dismiss your work. It’s how it goes. You have 
to find your audience, you need to keep reaching out, 
and you need to keep getting better at it.

Tell us about your journey becoming 
an artist
I liked drawing from an early age. In fact, 
it was the way I’d make friends, just start 
drawing until someone got curious and we’d 
strike a conversation. I’d make comics of the 
X-Men as cats and things like that. I always 
knew that’s what I’d want to do for work, so 
I started taking it more seriously around high 
school. 

I got into a pretty good design university 
and started to pass off my artwork as graphic 
design. Design gave me the insight I needed to 
wrap my personal style around pretty much any 
brief. On the side I participated in a couple 
of exhibitions and after graduating I started 
to work on digital design, but even then illus-
tration was at the center of my methodology. 
 
I’ve always felt this gave me an edge among 
other designers because I have a stronger sense 
for spectacle, style and bombast than the 
average designer. At the same time, I think my 
design chops give me a versatility that’s not 
too common among illustrators.
 
So long story short, I’ve amassed over 14 years 
of experience creating exciting artwork, anima-
tion and visual design for all sorts of fancy 
brands across five continents. I’ve spear-
headed projects in digital design, print media 
as well as huge editorial experiences; my work 
has been seen in advertising campaigns, jour-
nalism websites, beer labels, street posters 
and galleries.
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Who are some of your favourite 
artists?
Gaston Pacheco from Argentina, Ross Murray from 
New Zealand and Raul Urias from Mexico.

What is your favourite work of art?
It’s impossible to say. Super Mario 64 perhaps?

If you could give one piece of 
advice to aspiring artists, what 
would it be? 
Work very hard on defining your style. But don’t 
fixate so much in superficial characteristics, 
your style is an extension of your world view 
and your personality, it takes years for it to 
reach the tip of your proverbial pencil, but 
it’s a great feeling when it does. 

If you could meet any artist, alive 
or dead, who would it be? Why?  
I’d love to give David Bowie a hug.
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What is the story behind your 
design style? 
Hmmm, to me, my style is an extension of 
myself. At times it molds itself after a 
certain brief, or maybe a certain aesthetic I’m 
enjoying at the moment, but it retains certain 
consistent characteristics that are intrinsi-
cally mine.

What do you like most about your 
design style?
I enjoy making high-intensity artwork with 
explosive colours. I enjoy all the contra-
dictions in this world, so I like making dark 
artwork with super bright colours and charac-
ters that are hiding their wickedness behind 
cuteness.

Where do you get inspiration to 
create the designs you do? 
Everywhere. Animals, people, animation, music, 
other artists, video games, Japanese mascots, 
fashion. The world is full of cool stuff!

What techniques and mediums do you 
mainly use when you create?
I love sketching with colour pencils, inking with 
calligraphic pens and making highlights with acrylic 
markers. But for finished artwork, I usually draw 
in my trusty iPad Pro with the help of Procreate 
and then move on to Photoshop for textured, complex 
graphics or Illustrator for clean and crisp vectors. 
I still use a Wacom tablet for vectors.

What are your favourite tools to create 
art with? 
Sketchbook + coloured pencils / iPad Pro + Apple 
Pencils.
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What future styles or direction to 
you want to explore/ take your art?
Lately, I want to focus more on a maximalist, 
psychedelic aesthetic that is completely true 
to myself.

You’re a new addition to the crayon 
box. What colour would you be and 
why? 
Magenta, A.K.A. Mexican Pink. Mystical, flam-
boyant and stylish.

What do you work toward in your 
free time? 
Having the best village ever in Animal Crossing 
and getting through all the three quests in 
Fire Emblem.

“If you had to be shipwrecked on a 
deserted island, but all your human
needs—such as food and water—were 
taken care of, what two items would
you want to have with you?”

My iPad Pro and my Nintendo Switch… plus 
accessories.
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AUCKLAND MAYHEM.
Pencil Sketch, digital painting, vector 
graphics. An ode to all the good times at the 
great little city of Auckland. Looking at 
Hauraki Bay from North Head, the heavy stuff was 
kicking in and we loved every second of it.

 

GHOST PYRAMID.
Vector graphics. As the geometric labyrinth 
crumbled around it, the blood-shot eyed ghost 
found freedom from rigidity beyond the beyond.
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SHARP DRESSED MAN.
Digital painting. No matter how crazy things 
get, no matter how chaotic our realm becomes 
when the laws of logic and physics collapse you 
better be looking your best because the abyss 
will be staring right back.

 

KITSUNE HOUSE.
Digital painting. Fashionable fox hiding a 
dark, dark secret. Possibly deadly, certainly 
madness-inducing. Welcome to the Kitsune House.
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GODKIND UNITED.
Pencil sketch, digital painting. Made to 
express that what unites us as human beings 
is greater than what divides us. Pray to what-
ever cosmic beast you think it’s out there for 
a healthier tomorrow.

 

MUTANT MOTORS.
Digital painting. After the environmental 
collapse and rampant nuclear warfare, only the 
toughest mutants dare ride the destroyed waste-
land of what was once modern civilization. 
Cross them and die!
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Who’s it for?
This band is dedicated to the party animal – whether 
you’re flying high on someone’s shoulders… or half-
dead, kicking on with 8 a.m shots... this design has 
your back.

Pablo’s Style
Pablo has done an amazing job infusing his high-in-
tensity and explosively colourful style with a design 
that serves as a mental wrist-worn reminder to never 
stop being wild.

 TIER 
ONE

PABLO’S
DESIGN

Inside Phrase
“Festival Dead”

Outside Phrase
“Festival Head”

https://empire-artist.com/product/festival-head-wristband/
https://empire-artist.com/product/festival-head-wristband/
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1 / EARN POINTS

SUMMARY OF THE EMPIRE 
POINTS SYSTEM

FOUR ways to earn points:

  > Make a Referral

  > Purchase products

  > Post with #EMPIREBANDS

  > Review, Follow Instagram

2 / UNLOCK TIERED BANDS
Use your TOTAL EARNED points 
(over all time) to unlock 
Tiers and get access to rare 
bands.

One   Two Three Four    Five

3 / PURCHASE WITH POINTS
Use your POINTS BALANCE to make 
purchases.

The more bands you purchase - 
the more value you receive.

THE FIVE PACK

> Save 28% per band (pre order only)
> Artist sticker per band
> Standard shipping free
> 5% total sale amount to the Artist

START EARNING POINTS > HERE 

ANY FIVE FOR $125  $90 (AUD)
or 900 points

https://empire-artist.com/my-account/
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NOT LONG NOW!
EXPECTED SHIPPING DATE

Expect to have your wristbands shipped in July at 
the latest - check your emails to keep informed.

QUESTIONS?
WHO TO CONTACT
 
If you have any questions feel free to email us 
at:

Info@empire-artist.com/

WANT TO COLLABORATE?

If you are interested in making your own custom 
wristbands or collector cards, visit:

Info@empire-artist.com/collaborate/

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR BAND

For our detailed care instructions, visit:

www.empire-artist.com/care-instructions/

FOLLOW OUR JOURNEY

WHERE TO FOLLOW
 
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook to keep up to 
date and follow our journey:

FACEBOOK >
empire.artist18

INSTAGRAM >
@empire.artist

THANK YOU

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Download our General Information PDF
 
> HERE 

Download our Empire Points PDF
 
> HERE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST

Copyright Disclaimer:

All content in this [pdf] is copyright of either j b hill & j j olander t/a 
empire artist (abn 17 896 282 123) or the artist featured. Content must not be 
downloaded, copied, reproduced or used without express written permission from 
us, or the artist where the content is their own work. The artist retains all 
copyright for their artworks (which includes reproduction rights). If you wish to 
reproduce the work, this must be separately negotiated with the artist.

CULTIVATING 
CREATIVITY
The movement that serves 
the Artist and empowers 
you to express your inner 
creative.
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