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Full Name: Jake Ross
Age: 28
Birthplace: Victoria, Mornington Peninsula, Australia

Tell us a bit about yourself
I’m a 28 year old Iconic Australian Artist, known for my 
yin-yang style, where I mix soft colours that encounter 
bold monochrome traditional dark lines. 

If I’m not painting or drawing, I’m in the water being 
a surf rat down near my home in Torquay. I have a dark, 
strange sense of humor, and have this playful atti-
tude towards death, I love pushing limits, expanding my 
comfort zone.

I love traveling, Mexico so far has been the best place, 
with SoCal a close second.
But you can’t beat that Bali Island lifestyle.

Tell us a random fact about you?
I’m addicted to chocolate, Mini eggs mate, ahhh I need 
some now to be honest,

Other hobbies aside from art and design?
I love surfing, I am an absolute surf rat.

I spend a little too much time in the water, but I 
believe that’s where I get most of my ideas to draw and 
paint. When you are always so busy, and always being 
creative, sometimes it takes your mind to be completely 
switched off and immersed into something else for it to 
actually come up with ideas.

Surfing is a great way to expand your comfort zone 
always, as surfing is super bloody dangerous. Really, 
painting and surfing completes my life. I’m a very simple 
person.



EMPIRE ARTIST

ABOUT THE ARTIST

AB
OU
T 
TH
E 
AR
TI
ST ARTIST 

INTERVIEW 

What about art makes you happy?
I love the creative freedom. I have a special 
way to express my emotions, my feelings, and 
no-one can say a thing, it’s my emotions, my 
freedom me free speech, I get to connect with 
viewers on a powerful vision sense, and there’s 
no better feeling than telling your story 
through images you’ve created.

What has influenced the style of art 
you create?
A combination of a lot of things. I believe 
your style is a collaboration of everything you 
are doing, who you are, what you spend most of 
your time on, that’s honestly how you gather 
your style. Having the courage to being you.

So I would say it’s a collaboration of traits 
for Jake Ross, surfing is a major one, military 
is another one, that playful sense of death 
really came from my brothers and mine mental 
state, we always saw death as a thing that 
happens, and we never wanted to stop living 
daily because of that.

I suppose my love of beers has an influence with 
majority of my pieces also. 
As does my love for old vintage comedies, 
everything honestly plays into who you are and 
what style you are.
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Tell us about your journey becoming 
an artist
I always wanted to grow up and draw, but who 
the hell can say I get paid to draw. Well 
that’s what I thought, now I’m that smug prick, 
that gets paid to draw! Haha.
But I was always drawing as a kid, me and my 
brother loved it.

Then I was in the military, and was injured, so 
I had ample time to slowly get back into the 
creative world. I have a degree in Creative 
communication, so I started learning how to 
illustrate and turn your paintings digital, and 
it slowly just started taking off.

I’ve been very distinctive with my style, since 
the get go, and I’ve stayed on that path. I 
trusted my process, and I stayed on that line.

As soon as I found my style, I challenged 
myself. That’s when I saw a client base become 
involved, and then I started marketing myself, 
and believing I’m an artists and that’s where 
we sit today. I GET PAID TO DRAW AND PAINT, 
IT’S FUCKING UNBELIEVABLE. 

If you tell yourself you are something, that 
has so much power over your mind, and you’ll 
be surprised just how far you’ll go. Trust me, 
wake up and go to bed everyday for one month, 
telling yourself you are an artist, a good 
husband, a great mother, an awesome entrepre-
neur, a success in life and you actually will 
see change. The power of mind is amazing.

ARTIST 
INTERVIEW 

What challenges have you faced as 
an artist? 
The hardest challenge as an artist I believe is 
believing you are good enough to name yourself 
an artist.

The thought of calling yourself an artist and 
telling others that you are, is fucking weirdly 
hard. But as soon as you do it, it’s the best 
feeling you will ever have.

Secondly, finding your style is pretty chal-
lenging, making sure you aren’t copying others 
or being influenced down the wrong path, but 
seriously, that just comes down to practice. 
Sit down and draw one thing every day, and 
you’ll find your style very easy. 
All you have to do is compare yourself to your 
last project.

What do you like most about your 
design style?
Personally, my favourite part of my style is 
how clean it is. 

Everything works really well with one another, 
the soft colours elegantly marry the dark 
lines, and I just love how comforting that is 
on the eyes.

The dark theory behind every piece is only 
evident on a closer look. The piece is a two 
way conversation, if you are vulnerable enough 
to put yourself within the piece. That’s why 
I draw skulls, every single person can paint 
themselves within that.
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What is the story behind your 
design style? 
My soft colours portray the carefree lifestyle 
I pursue, the freedom I love, and the black 
dark lines portray a dark past, the death that 
I’ve accepted.

I take a yin-yang style to my work, a soft 
colour of warmth, and accepting, and then a 
dark monochrome traditional line to trap the 
warmth inside. 

It’s a play of a carefree attitude surrounded 
by death. My art encourages a two way conver-
sation, between me and the viewer, whilst 
contrasting life and death.

There is a timeless style to my work, playful, 
quirky, contemplative work which has been 
inspired through events in my past, built over 
time.

I feel I’m so happy with life that death 
doesn’t scare me, and it really shouldn’t 
with anyone, it’s the one thing we all have in 
common, death. Accept it.

Who are some of your favourite 
artists?
Lucas Beaufort, Steve Harrington, Luke Day, 
Andy Warhol, Kaws, Cam Stynes, Josh Brown, Ben 
Ross, Rad Dan, Mikey February (Surfer) Dion 
Aguis. 

ARTIST 
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What is your favourite work of art?
The best piece for me was easily the most chal-
lenging piece, and the most recent.
A 22m x 11m Ramp for Angus Stone.

It was such a challenge because the canvas 
was so large, and I was painting free hand 
without any previous concept. I started with 
the head of the skull, and spiralled outwards. 
The colours all came from a photo from my home 
town. (Eyedropped from PSD) The piece was so 
sentimental. 

If you could meet any artist, alive 
or dead, who would it be? Why?  
I’d love to meet Lucas Beaufort, I’ve chatted 
a couple times over email, but we both have 
similar tastes for hobbies, skating and surfing.

I think he’d be mad to sit down and have a beer 
with and just chat about life, not really art, 
but just what motivates him and what his next 
steps in life would be. 
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Where do you get inspiration to 
create the designs you do? 
A lot of my inspiration comes from within daily 
life.

I have a very creative mind, so If I’m eating 
dinner and something hits the creative nerve, 
then it goes straight into the notepad (Which I 
carry in my front pocket 24/7, even sleeping, 
its on my bed).

Whatever I’m doing in that exact moment, sparks 
my interest, then I document it, and rough it 
until something evolves.

If you could give one piece of 
advice to aspiring artists, what 
would it be? 
Keep practicing, daily.

I started by drawing skull heads, every single 
day, then arms, or a full piece, or the 
smallest straight lines for 30 minutes. Just 
so I can become comfortable with my abilities. 
And then you’ll find your style, a noticeable 
style, and then challenge the fuck out of your-
self, give yourself briefs, 30 second drawings, 
everything to challenge yourself.

Believe you are an artist also, tell yourself 
daily! I do, I have a reminder set daily. 

What techniques and mediums do you 
mainly use when you create? 
Every piece evolves from a rough sketch in my 
notepad.
I can’t stress how paramount it is to document 
your thoughts and roughs, especially creative 
thoughts, you get so many through the day, so 
hold onto them! 

After I document a rough, I use pens and 2b’s 
to draw a fine art, then either paint with 
acrylic on canvas, or turn it digital using an 
Ipad. 

The future is here with ProCreate, (Apple) you 
can honestly draw straight to digital.
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What are your favourite tools to create 
art with? 
Ipad is a game changer, a digital pad at a rela-
tively cheap price (For a digital pad) 
You can hook your Ipad up to AI and draw vectors 
from a pen, it’s incredible.

But I love using rigger brushes and thick cut 
brushes for bold black lines. 

I’m hell into japanese brushes now. Any brush that 
holds like a pencil is the go for me!

What future styles or direction to you 
want to explore/ take your art?
I want to start making sculptures, figurines of my 
character. That’s a 4 year goal, right now, the near 
future, I’m just looking at getting large murals. 

You’re a new addition to the crayon 
box. What colour would you be and why? 
Ah man, I haven’t ever coloured with Crayons.
So I would say black, the hero that finishes the 
piece by being the outline, fuck yeah black! 

What do you work toward in your free 
time? 
Surfing, always always surfing.

I do love painting canvases, getting ready for new 
shows, but I would say art is my full time job, so 
any free time I have is either skating or surfing.

“If you had to be shipwrecked 
on a deserted island, but all 
your human needs—such as food 
and water—were taken care of, 
what two items would you want 
to have with you?” 

Easy, a surfboard, and an endless 
drawing pad with grey led.
I don’t know if that constitutes as 
three, so maybe tie a rope around the 
grey led to the pad, so it unites as 
one item.

If you could steal credit for 
any great piece of art, song, 
film, book etc which one would 
you claim? 

Ah honestly I have no idea, I’d love to 
be the dude that came up with tradi-
tional art, but Norman Collins (Sailor 
Jerry) has me covered. 

I know he didn’t originate traditional 
tattoos, but he sure is the most promi-
nent figure within the history of it. 

Or the it would be pretty cool to be 
behind Frida’s work, the prominent 
figure of death drawings, happy with 
that! Dia de Muertos, Spanish for Jake 
Ross… haha.
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DEFEAT OUR EVIL.
Edging ever so close to hell. 
We fall every day without knowing.

This is a representation of pure evil, the king 
of death. A bad dealt card.

We have the power to defeat our own inner evil.

This was acrylic painted, scanned and 
Illustrated.

SHRED LORD.
I was inspired by traveling through California.
Skiing and surfing. This was sketched on a note 
pad halfway down a run at Mammoth Mountain, 
California.

I was fucking frozen skiing, but the smile was 
too bright and calmed me down. Note pad sketch 
then turned digital.
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INSPIRING DINNER.
I was halfway into my bowl of Japanese noodles 
and had this thought about them being alive and 
nasty. I thought, fuck it, I’ll paint that.

The Japanese words say “Ugly Woman”

This is an acrylic Japanese brush, then scanned 
digitally.

 

MEXICAN HONEY.
Travelling through Mexico on ‘Dia de Muertos’, 
was intense, beautiful and super inspirational.

This was inspired as I saw some Mexican babes 
leaping into a cenote. The tattoos are repre-
sentation of the past, never apparent in life. 
Hidden secrets.
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DEATHLY TRAWLER.
This is devoted to helping out small Australian 
communities throughout the bushfire affected 
areas.

The trawler is handing you two fish, in the hope 
you reach out and help him.

This is a complete digital drawing.

 

HOPELESS ROMANTIC.
The thrill of love.

Year One - Roses and Wine.

Year Two - Beers and Pirates.

This is a traditional painted monochrome 
acrylic, then illustrated digitally.
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Who’s it for?
This band is dedicated to the Australian… our half 
planned road trips, that 8 a.m hair of the dog tinnie 
and our mischievous larikkin nature...

Jake’s Style
Jake is a 28 year old Iconic Australian Artist, known 
for his yin-yang style, where he mixes soft colours 
that encounter bold monochrome traditional dark 
lines. If he’s not painting or drawing, he’s in the 
water being a surf rat down near his home in Torquay. 

His approach and attitude towards art and life, 
combined with his love for all things Aussie (beer 
mostly) has made him the most perfect candidate to 
create such an authentically true blue band.

 TIER 
ONE

JAKE’S
DESIGN

Inside Phrase
“Hair of The Dog”

http://www.empire-artist.com/product/hair-of-the-dog-wristband/
http://www.empire-artist.com/product/hair-of-the-dog-wristband/
http://www.empire-artist.com/product/hair-of-the-dog-wristband/
http://www.empire-artist.com/product/hair-of-the-dog-wristband/
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1 / EARN POINTS

SUMMARY OF THE EMPIRE 
POINTS SYSTEM

FOUR ways to earn points:

  > Make a Referral

  > Purchase products

  > Post with #EMPIREBANDS

  > Review, Follow Instagram

2 / UNLOCK TIERED BANDS
Use your TOTAL EARNED points 
(over all time) to unlock 
Tiers and get access to rare 
bands.

One   Two Three Four    Five

3 / PURCHASE WITH POINTS
Use your POINTS BALANCE to make 
purchases.

The more bands you purchase - 
the more value you receive.

THE FIVE PACK

> Save 28% per band (pre order only)
> Artist sticker per band
> Standard shipping free
> 5% total sale amount to the Artist

START EARNING POINTS > HERE 

ANY FIVE FOR $125  $90 (AUD)
or 900 points

https://empire-artist.com/my-account/
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NOT LONG NOW!
EXPECTED SHIPPING DATE

Expect to have your wristbands shipped in July at 
the latest - check your emails to keep informed.

QUESTIONS?
WHO TO CONTACT
 
If you have any questions feel free to email us 
at:

Info@empire-artist.com/

WANT TO COLLABORATE?

If you are interested in making your own custom 
wristbands or collector cards, visit:

Info@empire-artist.com/collaborate/

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR BAND

For our detailed care instructions, visit:

www.empire-artist.com/care-instructions/

FOLLOW OUR JOURNEY

WHERE TO FOLLOW
 
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook to keep up to 
date and follow our journey:

FACEBOOK >
empire.artist18

INSTAGRAM >
@empire.artist

THANK YOU

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Download our General Information PDF
 
> HERE 

Download our Empire Points PDF
 
> HERE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST

Copyright Disclaimer:

All content in this [pdf] is copyright of either j b hill & j j olander t/a 
empire artist (abn 17 896 282 123) or the artist featured. Content must not be 
downloaded, copied, reproduced or used without express written permission from 
us, or the artist where the content is their own work. The artist retains all 
copyright for their artworks (which includes reproduction rights). If you wish to 
reproduce the work, this must be separately negotiated with the artist.

CULTIVATING 
CREATIVITY
The movement that serves 
the Artist and empowers 
you to express your inner 
creative.
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